
Mikey Goodall
& Family

MIKEY GOODALL has been
visiting Martin House with his
family for the last 11 years
and as he approaches his
13th birthday, he and his
family are starting to think
about moving to our teenage
unit, Whitby Lodge. His mum,
Leanne, spoke to us.
“When we first visited Martin House it was
like a different world. Suddenly there was
someone else to help care for Mikey and
his siblings but to be honest I couldnʼt
sleep. I kept thinking I should be ready to
get up for Mikey, but it was all taken care
of. I remember feeling nervous but at the
same time ever so lucky that Martin House
was there for us”, Leanne explains.

When asked about what she and her
family enjoy most about their visits,
Leanne simply replies, “Being all together”.

“It is so nice to be a family and seeing
Mikey enjoying all the wonderful facilities.
Now that he is becoming a teenager, he
does the same as all teenagers do: wants
to stay in his room and watch TV!”

On his most recent visit Mikey was invited
to open the Valentineʼs Fun Fair in Leeds.
He did so with the Lord Mayor of Leeds.
“Mikey really enjoyed the night, I think he
was a bit bewildered at first but the lights
certainly attracted his attention. He liked
being the main attraction that night!”

Martin House was the first hospice to build
a separate teenage unit, recognising that
young people have differing needs to
children.

Leanne added “Mikey is becoming a
young man now and needs the company
of people his own age. Whitby Lodge is
great because he can do what other
teenagers do, he can enjoy more grown up
chat and it gives him a sense of
independence too.” 

Leanne says that she and her family are 
so grateful to all those people who raise
money for the hospice. “If all those kind
people did not support Martin House then
there would be nowhere for us to go. It is
so lovely to come to a place where for once
we are not seen as being “different” and
can relax in the knowledge that Mikey and
our family have all that we could ask for”.
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