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Leeds Animation Workshop has very 
generously provided us with the software 
and training for us to be able to offer our 
children and young people the resources to 
be able to create their own animation! This 
incorporates music, art, photography, vocal 
work and storytelling and is wonderful for 
group work and interaction.

Our siblings and close family friends also 
love getting involved and this is fantastic 
for uncovering and exploring their different 
ideas and strengths.

Caroline, Martin House Music Therapist, 
says: “This new software is fabulous. It is a 
fantastic crossover of media and can be as 
complex or as simple as you want it to be, 
to suit all abilities and interests. What is 
really special about this is the fact we can 
put the fi nished masterpiece on a DVD for 
the families to keep.” 

Martin House in animation

Olivia, Ellie and Hannah – using ‘iStop 
Motion’ and ‘iMovie’ software to create 
their own remake of Rapunzel

Jonathon said that he liked working 
with the colours and that he was 
looking forward to taking the 
fi nished DVD home to share with 
his family. He said his animation 
is infl uenced by the style of ‘The 
Simpsons’, which he loves!

Drew – using ‘Flipboom’ 
to create an animated 
volcanic explosion.



Much to the disappointment of many 
the 2010 Great North Swim was 
cancelled due to green algae in the 
water. We would like to thank our 
swimmers who went on to organise 
their own one mile swims in many 
different and varied locations, raising 
thousands of pounds along the way! 

This year the swim will be held 

on the 18th and 19th June and 
places are available now! Swim 
across the beautiful open waters 
of Lake Windermere and be part of 
this challenging event whilst raising 
money for Martin House. If you 
would like to be part of the Martin 
House Swim Team call or email us 
for further information. 
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Great North Swim
Welcome to the 
spring edition of 
the Martin House 
newsletter
In this edition, we share with you 
some of the touching and heart-
warming stories from our families 
and supporters and hope that you 
will be inspired. 

Peak of Success
One of our families set themselves a 
very special challenge in memory of 
their son Ethan: ‘Ethan’s Three 
Peaks Challenge’. 
“In memory of our little man, Russell 
and I, friends and family took on the 
Yorkshire Three Peaks Challenge 
to help to raise funds for this most 
worthy of causes. We all completed 
the Challenge successfully, with 
Russell and I completing the 26 mile 
trek twice, so that more friends could 
take part. We tackled mountains, 
rivers and bogs, fi ghting on admirably 
just as our beautiful little boy did for 
as long as he could. Both days have 
given us great memories and we are 
happy that we could give something 
back to Martin House after caring for 
the three of us so well.” 

Open Day
Although the rain poured down on our 
Open Day in October 2010, we were 
still able to welcome fi ve hundred 
visitors and are looking forward to 
welcoming you at this year’s Open 
Day in October. You will be able to 
see our new Reception area together 
with improvements to the other 
facilities that enable us to provide 
vital support for the many Yorkshire 
families in need of our care.

Grand Car Raffl e
In this edition of the newsletter we 
have included ten tickets for our 
Grand Car Raffl e to be drawn on 
1st July 2011.  We have a Peugeot 
107 to give away and would really 
appreciate your support. More tickets 
are available by contacting us on 
01937 844569.

Thank You
Once again, many thanks for your 
support in 2010 – it means so much 
to the many families that we have 
supported throughout the year and 
will continue to support in 2011.

2 
Legacies underpin the future of Martin H



erence

Farewell to Jimi

of

Martin House now has its 
very own Facebook page.  
With nearly 4,000 friends it is 
a great way for us to interact 
with our supporters and 
widen our audience. If you 
are already a follower then 
please pass on our message 
to your other Facebook 
friends. We also have a 
newly launched Twitter 
page, so please log on 
and get involved. 

 We regularly ask for 
volunteers at events via these methods and 
can let you know of forthcoming events – for 
example our skydive and our runs! You can 
then ask questions about our fundraising 
activities and share ideas with other fundraisers 
and supporters.

In an effort to embrace new technology and 
keep our costs to a minimum, our newsletter 
is also available by email. If you would prefer to 
receive an email version then please let us know 
by sending an email to: appeal@martinhouse.
org.uk. If you still prefer to receive a copy in the 
post then you don’t need to take any action! 

A New Era

Everyone at Martin 
House was devastated 
to hear of the tragic 
death of local 
philanthropist, Jimi 
Heselden, in September, 
last year. Jimi had 
always, very generously, 
supported Martin House 

and his contributions 
have made an 
enormous difference 
here. We recently 
heard that Jimi’s 
family have chosen to 
remain supportive of 
us, for which we are 
very grateful.
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Keep on Running!

The Martin House running season 
gets under way very soon with the 
London Marathon in April. Each 
year over 1,000 people take part in 
various runs for Martin House all 
over the country. Whether you are 
embarking on your fi rst 5k fun run 
or taking part in a 10k, half or full 
marathon we want you to know 
that we appreciate your efforts 
and will be there to support you 
all the way!

If you haven’t taken part before 
then give us a call and we can 
help you to get started – being 
part of such amazing events is 
exhilarating, rewarding and well 
worth the effort. We have places 
in the Run For All series and the 
Great North Run still available.  

For further information and to 
receive a fundraising pack please 
email events@martinhouse.org.uk 
or call 01937 844569.
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n House – please leave us a gift in your will

We are proud to 
announce that we are 
launching our very 
own Poon Hill trek in 
March 2012. The trek 
will be operating in 
Nepal on the ridges 
of North Pokhara, 
renowned for their 
stunning views of the 
Annapurnas. One 
of the most famous 
viewpoints is Poon 
Hill, where you will 
climb to a height 

of 3,193 metres at 
sunrise and enjoy 
the spectacular 
panorama of towering 
peaks, from Dhaulagiri 
to Annapurna and 
Machhapuchhre. 
For more information 
please call 01937 
844569, contact 
dwilliams@
martinhouse.org.uk 
or attend our 
information evening 
on 29th June.

The Martin House 
Poon Hill Trek



A fantastic achievement by a 
determined group from Wates 
Construction raised over £10,000 
for Martin House. The cyclists, 
some experienced and some 
novices, set off from Flaxby Golf 
Club, Knaresborough on a very 
cold morning in September and 
over the next two days cycled 
to Flanders. The weather and 
saddle sores did not deter them 
and we want to pass on our 
appreciation to the team for 
going that extra mile!

We would like to thank the staff at Morrisons Head Offi ce and the Idle store 
in Bradford for their support this year! They have donated toys, held raffl es 
and other events and through this have raised over £19,000!

Asda have been giving us their support in 
2010 in many ways!  Fifteen employees came 
to Martin House recently and helped us in the 
gardens, in our fundraising offi ce and with 

The Leeds offi ce team of Yorkshire law fi rm Keeble Hawson LLP 
has once again made Martin House their Charity of the Year. Last 
year’s support included monthly dress down days, helping Christmas 
shoppers with bag packing at M&S and taking part in our Dragon 
Boat Race (their New Year’s Resolution is to win this year!). Thomas 
Lillie of Keeble Hawson said: “The team vote each year for the charity 
they wish to support and it’s wonderful that Martin House has been 
chosen again. We are looking forward to fundraising throughout 2011 
for a great charity that makes such a difference.” Call 01937 844569 to 
enter a team in this year’s Dragon Boat Race. 

A fa
det
Co
for
so
no
C
c
o
t
s

AA
2
tt
gg

Our Unsung

A group of small businesses in Baildon has 

supported Martin House by organising a 

Ball at the Bankfi eld, Bingley, raising over 

£3,000. Thanks to all involved and to Tom 
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Guess the cost of the keys
At the Martin House Open Day in October, Keycare held a competition 
asking people to guess the cost of replacing their keys, the winner 
guessing £860. The true cost is a whopping £1,094! We obviously do not 
realise the cost of replacing lost keys, call out charges, reprogramming car 
keys and replacing the lockset. If this cost leaves you lost for words, then 
why not purchase the Martin House key fob available through our website.  
Not only will you protect yourself and your keys for the year – 30 per cent 
of the costs will be donated to Martin House.



our Light Up a Life Appeal.  We are so pleased 
to benefi t in many different ways from their 
corporate generosity and their support has 
helped us to raise over £46,000 during the year.

We are very pleased to acknowledge the support 
this year of Haribo, Peugeot Wakefi eld and the 
White Rose Shopping Centre. Together they 
have provided us with a brand new Peugeot 107 
to give away on the 1st July 2011. The 107 is a 
fantastic, smart city car that comes with a three 
year warranty and three years free servicing! Raffl e 
tickets, priced at £1 each, have been included 
with this newsletter but for more please call us on 
01937 844569 or email appeal@martinhouse.org.uk  

The car will be in the White Rose Shopping Centre 
during the months of May and June so call in and 
take a look!

The draw will be held on 1st July 2011 so please 
support Martin House and have a go! 

Bairstow for representing Martin House 

and making such a great speech.

d Car Raffl e 2011 White Rose Centre Team Challenge
In February we challenged companies to take a pitch for a day 
at White Rose and come up with an exciting proposition to raise 
money whilst promoting their business at the same time! We would 
like to thank all participants including It’s Your Choc,The Highfi eld 
Pub and Hotel, Idle, ‘The D’ukes’, Art Photography and our 
winners KEYCARE! The Keycare team were dressed as pirates 
and played a treasure hunt game amongst many others! All of the 
hard work, team spirit and sheer determination paid off and over 
£5,000 was raised! 

Yeadon Shop
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In September we were very 
pleased to open our fi fth 
Martin House shop. Situated 
on the High Street in Yeadon, 
many months of planning and 
preparation fi nally came to 
fruition when Stuart Andrew 
MP opened the doors for the 
fi rst time. We had a great fi rst 
day’s trading and the shop 
continues to do really well. If 
you have items that you would 
like to donate, please call into 

your local Martin House shop 
where your goods will be very 
gratefully received.

Manager of the Yeadon 
shop Katherine and her 
team of volunteers got into 
the spirit of Christmas with 
the staff dressing up and 
organising a fantastic Santa’s 
Grotto.  Many thanks to all 
who work and volunteer at 
the shop and also to those 
who support it!

n House, please leave us a gift in your will




